Most of the differential media for enteric bacteria are based on the fermentation of lactose. The splitting of this carbohydrate gives rise to acid as well as oxidizing products which change the color of the indicators employed. As the lactose-containing media give a definite advantage for the growth of the lactosefermentng coli-aerogenes group, many of the media are supplemented with selective inhibitors (appropriate concentrations of bile salts, brilliant green, etc.). As a result of this, one has to employ different media for best results in the isolation of either Escherichia, Salmnwella, or Shigella. There is, therefore, a need for a medium on which Ewherichia, Salmonella, and Shigella would grow well, but on which Esche7ichia would not profit too much by its lactose-fermenting ability.
Levine's E.M.B. agar is probably the best medium for the isolation and characterization of the coli-aerogenes group, but the high toxicity of the methylene blue prevents the growth of some members of the genera SalmoneUa and Shigelka. 
